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Article of the Week

You will receive a new Article of the Week (AOTW) each Wednesday and the work for the last AOTW will be due the following Tuesday. This is a weekly homework grade and will be a large portion of your overall practice grade.
WHY?
Reason #1: The articles build our prior knowledge, and that makes us stronger readers. 

Reason #2: Becoming a stronger reader is critical if we are to survive the shark tank that is post-secondary life. Over the past 50 years: 

1. Post-secondary text demands--both at college freshman and starting career level--have increased are remained constant over the past 50 years.

 2. Meanwhile, K-12 text demands have decreased over the past 50 years. 

3. This K-12 decrease has been both in terms of the complexity of the texts required of students and the complexity of the work students are expected to do with texts. 
One study even found that the average gap in text complexity between 12th grade and the first year of college is nearly 4 grade levels. 

Ouch. Life after high school is a shark tank and only the strong survive. AOTW are one way I plan to train you into dolphins. (Note: dolphins routinely dominate sharks.) 

Reason #3: AOTW are often challenging, and that’s good for people who want to grow their brains. We need grit (i.e., the ability to finish what we start and focus on a task aimed at getting us to a long-term goal) in order to grow and succeed in life. The good news is that it is something we can grow. Essentially, it’s a muscle--the more you use grit, the stronger your grit grows. AOTW will help us develop more grit. 
Reason #4: AOTW let us “in” on lots of jokes!
HOW?

AOTW Rubric (20 points)
	Score
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Annotation
	The text has clearly been closely read and considered. There are a minimum of two, well-thought annotations per page. 
	The text has been read and annotated. There are 1-2 well-thought annotations per page. 
	The text has been read and there is evidence of highlighting or underlining. There are few student annotations and/or they are superficial. 
	The text has been read and there is highlighting or underlining. 
	· No evidence of reading or annotations. 

	Purpose/

Organization
	The response has a clear and effective organizational structure, creating a sense of unity and completeness. The response is fully sustained, and consistently and purposefully focused.
	The response has an evident organizational structure and a sense of completeness, though there may be minor flaws and some ideas may be loosely connected. The response is adequately sustained and generally focused
	The response has an inconsistent organizational structure, and flaws are evident. The response is somewhat sustained and may have a minor drift in focus
	The response has little or no discernible organizational structure. The response may be related to the topic but may provide little or no focus
	( Unintelligible 

( Off-topic 

( Copied text

 ( Off-purpose

	Evidence/Elaboration
	The response provides thorough and convincing support/evidence for the controlling idea and supporting idea(s) that includes the effective use of sources, facts, and details. The response clearly and effectively elaborates ideas, using precise language:
	The response provides adequate support/evidence for the controlling idea and supporting idea(s) that includes the use of sources, facts, and details. The response adequately elaborates ideas, employing a mix of precise and more general language
	The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the controlling idea and supporting idea(s) that includes uneven or limited use of sources, facts, and details. The response elaborates ideas unevenly, using simplistic language:
	The response provides minimal support/evidence for the controlling idea and supporting idea(s) that includes little or no use of sources, facts, and details. The response is vague, lacks clarity, or is confusing:
	( Unintelligible 

( Off-topic 

( Copied text

 ( Off-purpose

	Length
	The response is a minimum of 250 words (one page) and reads as a complete and thoughtful response to the text.
	The response is a minimum of 200 words and reads as a thoughtful response to the text.
	 The response is between 150 and 199 words and responds to the text.
	The response is between 100-149 words and attempts to respond to the text. 
	The response suffers from one or more of the following:

· less than 100 words

· does not respond to the text

	Conventions
	
	The response demonstrates an advanced command of conventions: 

· variety of sentence types and/or complexity

· skillful use of transition and academic language frames
· excellent format, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling.
	The response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions:

 ( adequate use of correct sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling
	The response demonstrates a partial command of conventions: 

( limited use of correct sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling
	The response demonstrates little or no command of conventions:

 ( infrequent use of correct sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling

	Format
	
	
	
	Response is correctly formatted with indented paragraphs and MLA header. 

Response has a title and is legible. 
	Response lacks one or more of the following:

· title

· MLA format

· paragraphs


Instructions: 


Step 1: Read and annotate the assigned article. I am looking for two to three thoughtful annotations per page of text. More than “wow”! 





Annotation Symbols for Close Reading


Underline the major points.��Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you.��Use a question mark (?) for questions that you have during the reading.  Be sure to write your question.��Use an exclamation mark (!) for things that surprise you, and briefly note what it was that caught your attention.��Draw an arrow when you make a connection to something inside the text, or to an idea or experience outside the text.  Briefly note your connections.��Mark EX when the author provides an example.��Numerate arguments, important ideas, or key details and write words or phrases that restate them.�
�



Some ideas for things you may want to annotate:


Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)


Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read.


Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion.


Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.





Step 2: Answer any questions that are included with the article. Not all articles will have questions. 





Step 3: Write a 1+ page (approximately 250 words) response which is “readable” (follows standard conventions, is properly formatted, etc.). 





Tips for your response paper: 


Use your annotations and/or the included questions to spark your thinking.


Some articles will have suggestions for how to respond. 


If you’re stuck, ask me and we’ll talk through a solution.









